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EDITORIAL

"Church:

Secular Vision of

deeply troubled by the fiery
onslaught of secularism against the
Church and the Word of God. While the
world has always stood against the Church
and the gospel, the Enlightenment era of
the eighteenth century brought on a whole
new twist such that had never been felt
before. It is insistently fighting to relegate
religion and the Word of God to the
background in the social and political
affairs of nations. Instead, humanism and
the resultant skewed notion of human
rights are taking the centre stage.
Whereas human rights and moral
principles should be understood and
applied from the point of view of the
philosophy of seamless garment, the
secular vision of life is rather inconsistent,
selective and selfish in this regard. Against
this backdrop, hedonism and unguarded
~ Mmaterialism often closely associated with
~ consumerism become acceptable social

Sincere Christians everywhere are

egrettably, the secular notion of human

S in many instances, portray a
ful rebellion against Christianity and

' dear. While the Church
cally asserts and upholds the
1€ human person, she however,
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VISION
To become a proactive
mediator with the signs
of the times,

must also watch the fast rising trend In
gospel music where artistes are In stiff
competition to outdo Pop and Rock singers
in suggestive costumes and make ups.

MISSION

To promote authentic
African witnessing for
Christ.

Ministers of the gospel must become
shepherds and not wolves to the flock
among whom they serve. On the one
hand, pastoral agents must reconsider
their motivations and purify their
intentions. On the other hand, they must
return to their 'First Love' by recommitting
themselves to the gospel values in order to

become men and women led only by the
Holy Spirit.

EDITORIAL

Indeed, the world needs role models more
than it needs preachers. In this age of
secularism, the Church should never
relent in teaching her children to remain
firmly on the path of holiness even when
this goes contrary to accepted secular
norms. Christians should never pe carried
away by worldly cares and allurements,
They must always keep in mind that they
arein a war not against flesh and blood but
against principalities and power, against
the rulers of the world of this darkness and
against the spirits of wickedness in the
high places (cf Ephesians 6:12),
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HOPE FOR THE FUTURE

Introduction
This topic profoundly résonates with
the call to recognize the signs of the
times (Luke 12:54) and the need to co-
operate in the goals and objectives of
building a future which envisions
and usefully understands indications
of world-wide change towards
communion between God, humanity
and all creation. Today's emerging
realities in the secular sphere of life
clearly capture the truth about evils
plaguing this generation and the
high effects of worldly epslavement
upon humanity. Even when we look
around at the news which the secular
media daily present to us, it seems
that the world is marked by evil.

The most striking unfortunate
phenomena in the world today begin
with the human search for power,
prestige and pleasure which initiates
acts of jealousy, envy and selfishness
in the political, economic and social
world. This causes the growth and
revival of unjust strifctures where
rivalry and discrimination facilitate
hatred, wars, etc,

Around the world, Christians
face deep and intense persecution for

Ece, Ed Stetzer maintains
; '5n t sumethlng we

with fear, anxiety and immorality,
corruption caused by some selfish
individuals, families, government
officials and institutions remains the
bedrock of crimes that opens the
floodgates that would destroy our
peoples and nations.

The Urgency of Regeneration

It is necessary to highlight the bold
view of the then Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger about the unfortunate
effects of liberalism and secularism
which have robbed humanity of hope
in the midst of storm and on every
threshold of darkness and pain. He
identifies this as a new form of
godless culture flourishing in our
society which subtly pollutes the
conscience of humanity and weakens
the moral fabric of our socio-cultural
system. He recalls the crisis of the age
of radical Enlightenment against
Christianity. In his outcry against
modernity and the dictatorship of
relativism which he believes that are
highly responsible for promoting
aggressive secularism, consumerism
and hedonism in Europe, he believes
that most problems in the world can
trace their roots to “unresolved
Eurﬂpean problem”. His pnmary

or God if we are to remain
enice, Europe should rise

from 1ts dechine and embracs
need to regain its Christilan root and
identity in order to resolve this cnsi
which could be the beginming oOf
saving the world

Meanwhile, in spite of the fact
that the world has made tremendou
progress in the helds of te hnolog
and science. it becomes evident that
our sufferings today are the pre jlude
of the effects of philosophy of life that
does not stress the reality of sin in the
world., thereby conceding to the
pseudo-progress which divides the
human family opening a series of
problems that gradually and deeply
destroy the vital fabric that has
sustained our human existence n 1ts
multicultural richness. Such tension
that characterizes our modern world
requires certain capacity for boldness
and creative responses that stand in
radical contrast to its resolutions and
effects which do violence to history
and the sacred character and purpose
of humanity and entire creation.

Regeneration experience strives
to eliminate from the world all types
of discrimination among peoples and
opens new horizons which enable
humanity to see the presence of God
in all the temporal realities. Such
perspective is extremely useful and
deserves to be placed at the heart of
deep discourses that favour integral
human development, systematic
reflection.

This is to be a point of invitation
that issues a reminder that the
Churchisﬂtthcscrviceufthc&ast
ones, and as the light of the world,
should implore means to witness to
the truth and fight evils with which to
overcome the scandal of indifference
and to make the proclamation of the
Gospel more effective. Drawing
attention to this, the Venerable
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen stresses -
that: “The refusal to take sides on
great moral issues is itself a decision.
It is a silent acquiescence to evil. The
tragedyufﬁurhmmﬂutﬁnsewhﬂ
still believe in honesty l.ac , .
convichion, while :
in dishonesty are §
conviction.” A me
precisely expre
mission of
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Humanity's ultimate purpose is central to
grasping a sense of beauty that will save the
world. This extends an illuminating principle
which sheds a whole new light on the Gospel of
Regeneration of eternal goodness as the ultimate
answer to today's social issues whereby God calls
humanity whom He created in goodness to
receive His love which inwardly transform him
and let that love bear fruit. This Gospel affirms
that God's goodness can be found everywhere
even in the midst of griefs and pains.

Faced with the realities of violence, cruelty,
and destruction of human dignity in today's
world, humanity continues a restless search of a
future that can assure them security, happiness
and peace. God always provides us with a
protecting space where His Holy Spirit can act.
Thus, when Pope (St) John Paul II constantly
made call to New Evangelization as a message of
hope at the threshold of the 21" Millennium, he
was clearly reliving the approach of Jesus to His
disciples on the shores of the Sea of Galilee (cf.
Luke 5:4). The principle of the apostolate of Duc
in Altum (Put out into the Deep) comes no less
from this scriptural mandate. Given the
perspective of the rapid degeneration of human
progress, the missionary setting of this
apostolate calls for extensive evangelization
efforts with apostolic eagerness, tireless
missionary zeal and firm but adaptable friendly
character in the modern world.

In the light of the New Evangelization, the
charism of regeneration is seen as a new

~ conversion experience for humanity in the
- present age - humanity living out the faith with

expression, new zeal, new fervor pointing

t the much felt need for a renewal in the
urch which requires a new approach, new
10ds and a new ardour and growing in the
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1a new way. It is inextricably linked to the
nary apostolate of Duc in Altum which the
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and toward the future with ¢ onfidence knowing the OV of the
| ord as the source ol their inspiration and strength to fac thee
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fostering His love in the communities that they serve

The call for the H'H{'flf'luillf!ll of the ‘:IJH|1 provides }.rJFJ, -
the future of the world in the midst of an age and times
L‘Hl‘llil’ilmLIHl‘n,-“ marked |l'_n,f lack of charity, violence, flr-;f_r.ui,n“,j,”{
the HU[II, iJ'"IjH'wlit'{’, elc, HHW do we FJIHIH-II',' Live this O v O
rt‘gt'mrl‘nlim‘| In our present age’ S Paul offers very practical
advice: “Remind everyvone to be submissive to

dutlmrili[-a, [O be H|H*t“i'll|, [0 |u- n-,nifr' for anvy ]mri--'_1 Work, to
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speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to
show perfect courtesy towards all men. For we ourselves were
once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions
and I_'\IL‘E‘]{-‘,I_]]'{':‘-’.; }1.|HHjI1H our {LI},”: In malice and ens Y, hated by
men and hating one another; but when the goodness and loy ing
kindness of God out Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because
of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the | Joly
Spirit, which he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ
our Saviour, so that we might be justified by his grace and
become heirs in hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:1-7)

Do you desire to follow Christ as
A CONTEMPLATIVE-ACTIVE NUN?

Here is the Congregation of the




| his vear., two members of the
Missionarvy Society ol Divine
Paraclete joined our Oblate

formation community at St Joseph's
Scholasticate, Cedara. The brothers
fully participated in our formation
program. Good
programme helps to prepare good
missionaries. In the Oblate
Constitution and Rules, it i1s stated
Whether
P jestly ministry as
scholastics or for service as
Brothers, new Oblates will
live out their consecration
in such a that it
permeates all aspects and
activities of their daily hife
Helped by the formation
feam their spiritual
advisors, they will
gradually become men of
Cod, missionaries rooted
in Christ, who are ready to
give themselves totally
through their perpetual
Oblation (C.65)

formation

preparing for

way

The goal of lormation then is to help
scholastics o “gradually become
men of Caod, missionaries, rooted in
Christ, who are ready to give
themselves totally.” In order to
realize this goal, there are four
cardinal points to consider for the

smooth running of the formation
programme, These are:

#® FISHERS

mission,

LABOURERS IN THE

Vineyard

power, structures, and resources

As the Superior of the Scholasticate,
the first question that comes to mind
is about vison and mission: “ What is
purpose, our
ultimate goal?” For me, our purpose
as a Scholasticate is to help young
Oblates “to gradually become men
of God, missionaries rooted In
Christ, who are ready to give
themselves through their perpetual
Oblation.” This is done by
presenting a programme that looks
at various aspects of the life of young
Oblates in formation, such as
personal growth, community life,
spiritual life, academic life, pastoral
life and vowed life. Each candidate
responds to such a programme
according to his own disposition.
This year, in our young Oblates, |
have seen men who are serious
about their religious life,

our mission, our

The next question has to do with
power. Who Is empowered to help
the community move toward it
mission? Who has authority? Now,
we know that authority is for
service, Those In
authority are called to animate the
community in its various activities.
This Is true for a formation
pProgramime and for a programme to

positions Ol

e

Fr Joseph Phiri, OMI
Scholasticate Supenaor,
St Joseph's Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Scholasticate, Cedara, Repubhic of South Afnca

run smoothly, power must be
shared. Scholastics must be exposed
to leadership positions and
coordinate activities, such as
community activities, sports,
liturgy, or transport. | believe a
programme cannot run smoothly
without the cooperation of
scholastics who have been invited to
fill positions of authority in a
community. Scholastics in position
of authority share in the power of
the superior to animate a
community moving toward its
rnission,

The next question we need to
address is that of structures, Visible
structures in community life must
be in place. The question to
continually ask is: How are
we/should we be organized to help
us move forward to fulfil our
mission? For example, here at 5J5,
the large community of 55 Oblates is
divided into seven communities/
houses. Fifty Scholastics are housed
in six separate community /houses.
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[t has been
wonderful to
accompany the
brothers of
Missionary
Society of Divine

Paraclete.

real formation takes places. In small
houses, new Oblates practice Oblate
values, particularly the values of
hospitality and generosity. In these
small take

houses, scholastics

formation into their own hands.

The last question to be addressed is
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that of resources: What resources do

we have that we can |rr|r|.;-_J toy thi

-'Il.LUJ"I‘II'!|I*-u|‘|ITIIL'r‘|:| of our mission:

Here we focus on human resources
”lllrl‘lhllnrt, S |‘|H|.|'1I|1 “ fHI‘xI|I.!I"-.'
staff members and collaborators),
financial resources; and community
assets (buildings and vehicles).
Without these resources, it would be
difficult to achieve the mission of the
formation program.

the formation

goals to be realized, the mission of

In conclusion, for

Mr & Mrs Eve

on this evangelisation fea
May God grant the Soci

;'|]| gZroup mMLst D

who have the power, must realls
that thei power I 8]

the mission Structures must o Pl
11 [1'JriHJ .||i-:| Fe*s{yLrci Nnust

managed prudently

It has been wonderful to accompar
the brothers of Missionary Society ol
Divine Paraclete. As you begin thi
project, | wish you God
(;od
keeping in mind that the formation

the kev to the

= :rjr,“i- Iy
participate in mission,
of new members is
future of the Society

The family of

rest Ihesinulo congratulates the
Missionary Society of Divine ?’nraclnta

t through its Fishers magazine.

ety all round rapid growth in Jesus
name. Amen, iy
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the
phenomenon of fake news in the light
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Church. After a careful consideration,
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U R that | discuss

current scandals rock ing the
| eventually decided to examine the
challenge the phenomenon of fake
news

1!‘.} a

poses (hristian

communicator. | consider this to be
more appropriate for a new entrant
into  the practice of ]mlrrmllﬁm
because fake news has emerged In
recent time as one of the great threats
to the time honoured profession of

I.”ul'ndllhll’l

For instance, within the short space of
two years after its emergence, the
term “ fake news” rose from obscurity
to being voted 2017's Word of the
Year in the United States of America
(Carson, 2018). Little wonder that the
Holy Father, Pope Francis (2018)
devoted his message for 2018 World
Communication Day to the issue of
fake news. Indeed, such an issue
deserves a look that is more than

cursory.

Hence, the following paragraphs will
attempt to answer questions like:
what is fake news? How has it
evolved 1o become such a dominant

L%
todavy?

challenge does it

1R

T2 'r}u- world

Whai

pose to a ( hristian

communicator?

the

How can

challenge be tackled?

Fake News, what s it?

Observing

that fake news has

multiple variants, from different
actors and with different motives,
Carson, nonetheless, summarizes the

variants in six categories:

Those with commercially-driven
sensational content, very often
with absolutely no grounding in
fact, but whose key goal is to
drive web traffic and generate
advertising. _
Nation state-sponsored
misinformation whose goal is not
revenue but to sow division, give
the illusion of support for a
particular candidate or idea,
either domestically or abroad,
and at times, mixed with true or
sensational stories,
Highly-partisan news sites that
can conflate fact and opinion,
nakedly supportive of one
political viewpoint or party and
often position themselves as
alternatives to mainstream
media.

Social media networks consisting
swarms of Twitter bots posting
doctored or misleading photos,
adverts on Facebook paid for by
intelligence outfits, video on
YouTube claiming that terrorist
incidents are hoaxes,

Satire or parody in form of light-
hearted publications,

News stories from mainstream
media that turn out to be hoaxes
or mistakes, but had genuinely
good intentions behind them

when published.

Its evolution

The question here is how fake news
has become so rampant. Adavize
(2018) merely observes that fake news
has long been in existence. Pope
Francis traces its root back to the
dawn of human history when the
“crafty serpent”, the skilled “Father
of Lies” employed the strategy of
“mimicry, that sly and dangerous
form of seduction that worms its way
into the heart with false and alluring
arguments,” to deceive the woman
and lead both the man and the
woman to their fall. The result is the
insatiable greed manifested in the
thirst for power, the desire to possess
and enjoy, which ultimately makes
humans victims of the deceptive
power of evil (Francis, 2018). As if to
buttress this point, Carson (2018)
recalls how Octavian used a
campaign of disinformation to aid his
victory over Marc Anthony in the
final war of the Roman Republic.

Though the emergence of new forms
of mass communication in the
twentieth century fuelled the growth
of propaganda and persuasive
power, it did not last long. With the
fading of ideological struggle and the
subsequent waning of the blatant bias
with which the media used to carry

the struggle, coupled with the o=

population becoming more media =
savvy and the information =
distribution networks becoming —
more expensive, government
regulation and self regulation on Fhe
part of media practitioners becoming =




popular, the spate of fake news went
down considerably and even became
difficult to spread (Carson, 2018).
Subsequently, added Uja, 1t
became an accepted doctrine to
maintain that the duty of the press is
to educate, inform, entertain and
build up politically conscious citizens
who can make informed decisions.
The press was even looked upon as
the “fourth estate of the realm.” Here,
Uja cites as an example the code of
ethics for Nigerian journalists that
says “journalism entails a high degree
of public trust. To earn and maintain
this trust, it is morally imperative for
every journalist and every medium to
observe the highest professional and
ethical standard” (2018).
‘Howrever, the. rapid
development of the technology of
communication, with particular
reference to the emergence of the
social media has changed all that.
Initially the development came with a
lot of promises bordering on
rendering communication
mechanisms to be instant,
participatory and global in scale.
Many people are now able to
communicate effortlessly with wider
- audience both within and outside
~ national boundaries. Developing
~ events around the world can now be
tracked on the go.
Ironically, the same social
' aﬁsuming a destructive
ar :_.,-*:_I.-Z..' oty. As more and more
=:-'.i%iii" access to the internet,
yecome purveyors of
onic power of social media
njectures, pernicious

__:_.:_ tl.uth are
tion or stories

nol

Seen long ago &

nemes| for rogui

unpopu lar a n d

authoritarian regimes and

corrupt offi jals 18 NOw
turning out to serve their
interest. Rogues and

fantastically corrupt
individuals, some of them
who had been displaced
and disgraced are being
~ currently pushed to the
frontline on the strength of
fake news spiraling on
social media (2018).
Consequently, the spread of fake
news is provoking a crisis of trust,
and not just trust in a single piece of
news or publication, but in the entire
editorially controlled news media. It
is casting shadows of doubt over the
credibility of the media, making
people doubt every news or
information. This can be destructive
to any society and can-signal the
beginning of social breakdown, and a
threat to democracy and social

reality.

By virtue of
his/her baptism, the

Christian communicator

is called to be faithful to

his/her conscience that is
formed and informed by the

moral principles of truth,
human dignity, solidarity, 4

and the common
good.

T he situati
on where anyone and
everyone with access to social media
can become a journalist is eroding the
c:rumal role of the gate-keepers of the
mainstream media who exercise the
power over what gets shown or
reported in the media. This power is
gradually slipping away from their
hands and thereby reducing them to
mere gate-watchers. Vulnerable to
the threat posed by social media to
their economic survival, the
fﬁﬁkﬁpﬂs often succumb to the

€emptation of fake news

dissemination. The frightening
'r:unaf..-ql!ence is that, without
questioning its validity, the vast

majority ot peopie olrten

[-rl.\[‘!‘u!]e I
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[ts challenge to Christian
communicator
HI.”‘[.“ IT"IE‘Li!:‘J Lif'l ”r-:"-rhlﬂl_:

themselves, but are instruments used
d5 ];‘u‘llp]l' choose to use ’r'ru-,r‘r'!r Fa ki
news poses a great challenge to the
communicator,

Christian whether

prt‘.rh-*-mmrml or not. As | hav
L-:-:plnim'd elsewhere, by virtue of
his/her baptism, the Christian
communicator is called to be faithful
to his/her conscience that is formed
and informed by the moral principles
of truth, human dignity, solidarity, .
and the common good. Armed with
such he/she sees
his/her use of media not solely in
terms of money or pay-packet, as
important as this may be, but as a
means of bearing witness to Christ
(Faniran, 2007, pp. 413-416).

a consclience,

The conclusive words here go to Pope
Francis (2018) who spelt out the
challenge authoritatively thus:

The best antidotes to
falseshood are not strategies, but
people; people who are not greedy
but ready to listen, people who make
the effort to engage in sincere
dialogue so that the truth can emerge;
people who are attracted by goodness
and take responsibility for how they
use language. If responsibility is the
answer to the spread of fake news,
then a weighty responsibility rests on
the shoulders of those whose job is t0
provide information, namely,
journalists, the protectors of news. In
today's world, theirs is, in every
sense, not just a job; it is a mission-
Amid feeding frenzies and the mad
rush for scoop, they must remember
that the heart of information is not the
speed with which it is reported or its
audience impact, but persons:
Informing others means forming
others; it means being in touch with
people's lives. That is why ensuring
the accuracy of sources and
protecting communication are 1€
means of promoting goodnes®
generating trust, and opening the
way to communion and peace (2018)-




RECONSTRUCTING MISSIONAL
FORMATION TOWARDS EMPOWERING

AFRICAN CLERGY

Puseletso C. Mokone

Introduction
The reconstruction of all structures
be it political, economic, social or
religious, is a necessary process
that countries of Africa and the
Catholic Church in particular need
to administer if there is to be
justice, peace, and development in
the continent. The Catholic
Church is a system that has run for
two thousand years experiencing
challenges, struggles and victory
throughout centuries. In the
continent of Africa, the Catholic
Church has gone through the same
experiences of the universal
church. The challenge of the
church in the democratic era is to
find new ways, new systems and
new expressions of faith. All
African countries are officially
independent from the colonial
rule, and the leadership is in the
hands of Africans in both the
government and the church. The
new model of the church and a new
-expression of faith has to emerge
from Africa's soil in an answer to
‘the suffering Body of Christ”
experienced in the sufferings of the
poor materially, intellectually and
spiritually. Using Du Toit's (Du
Toit 2018:29) words, “Black people

themselves [have] a ibili

responsibility
to respond to their own

challenges

Crux of the
Matter _
In order to
embark on
this journey, ground breaking
steps need to be taken. Episcopal
Conferences need to reconstruct
their pastoral plans to encompass
the family ministry as the core of all
ministries in the Church.
Traditionally “the family unit
served as an important structure
for knowledge provision and
acquisitien” (Mosweunyane
2013:51). Western education took
away this responsibility and “did
not consider cultural transmission
as part of the educative process”
(Mosweunyane 2013:51)
preventing African societies from
functioning efficiently and
effectively. The missionary
outreach of the Church in Africa
ought to start with the restoration
of the family structure for the
protection of children, the
development of youth and for
dedicated vocations to priesthood
(Africae Munus 2011:43). The
family is the cradle of all life and
faith, “In the family, faith
accompanies every age of life....”
(Lumen Fidei 2013:72). Pope
Benedict XVI (Africae Munus
2011:42), writes: “The family is the
'sanctuary of life' and a vital cell of
society and of the Church.”
Without the family unit there is
little hope that development,
moral values and expression of
authentic Christian faith is possible
in Africa.

The dysfunction of the family is the
dysfunction of the society and the
church. The missionary outreach
of the Church based specifically on
the restoration of the Biblical role
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of the mother, father and children
and extended family members in a
family would make the mission of
the church relevant, approprate

and practical. The families of
candidates to priesthood ought to
be integrated at different stages in
the process of training and
formation of their sons to act as a
support body and knowledgeable
of the requirements of priesthood.

The second step ought to be the
reconstruction of seminary
curriculum to be more practical in
its outlook. The seminary
curriculum ought to be entrenched
within the philosophy of self-
sacrificial service not entitlement.
What can be learned from the
African system of education is that
intellectual knowledge was
combined with manual labour
providing skills that were
immediately put into use
(Mosweunyane 2013: 53). To build
a self-supporting or reliant church
ought to mean primarily the
empowerment of the clergy to be
humanly confident, spiritually
mature and intellectually open to
“hange. The process of formation
ought to decolonise the minds of
the seminarians helping them to
find an authentic style of an
African priest. Kgatla (2018:151)
quoting Biko states that “the
colonised should throw away the
shackles of the images deposited
on their brain by the coloniser by
consciously becoming what they
really are.” .-

¢




Priesthood 15 not status but the
Sacrament ol Ministry, ol service
Missionaries had their own sty le of
living based on thei caltural
background bul this 15 not the
pattern for the universal Church.

had a specific

Missionaries
mandate to fulfil and Alrican

priest need to fulbl the needs

1

of the church in ime and place.
The Jesus
himself to take
nature in order to bring us back

L U't'd lnu ere d

our human
to God. African priests ought
to live the style of life saturated
with
acceptance and integrity as
part of witnessing by example.
The shackles of the
missionaries' way of doing
things ought to be a thing of
the past. They have to
“dispense with the notion that,
in all things, Europe is a teacher
and Africa is pupil”
(Mosweunyane 2013: 51).
Priesthood in Africa ought not to
take the form of maintenance of the
missionary structures, style of
doing things and living but to be
revolutionary, and always
prophetic.

prayer, simplicity,

The aftermath of a materialistic
style of life begets forgetfulness of
missionary mandate of the Church,
evangelisation of people and an
option for the poor materially,
intellectually and spiritually. The
rnculum ought to help
adidates to break away from the
les of the western style of
S iiﬁng, ministering and
Eummunﬂl sharing of
WE‘E instilling the
buntu as an African
- Western education
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including
intellectual

Priesthood in Africa ought

not to take the fornt of
maintenance of the

nissionary structures, style
of doing things and living
but to be revolutionary, and

always prophetic.

expression of faith. - Training and
formation for discipleship and
apostleship would express growth
in- the Christian faith in Africa.
Withessing Christ in all strata of
society effecting change and
development will offer the
continent a modél for leadership
and governance. Philosophy of
work includes servant-leadership
and commitment to serve. A self-
supporting church is only possible
if the congregants are themselves
self-supporting. The level of
development of a self-supporting
church is that of a 'privﬁf—
supporting' church to the
detriment of the poor who form the
majority of congregants.

Restructuring of the curri ulum s
a matter of urgency it the Church js
o be prophetic and relevant i,

carrving out her mission.  The

pet ['i‘iH.HHH] of western structures

and systems O training and
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Catholic formation in Africa
and South Africa in particulas
with majority of people still
living in poverty

HHH .Hih]n‘ | 5 |‘.1'~1'-:| (N A
iH‘IHHH.'l: 11.I‘r.c'|'. ation ol
|1.1|1nlu”1 at a diocesan level
over two decades as a diocesan
catechetical coordinator and

§1X vears as 4 diocesan

financial administrator. 1his
paper might be subjective
calling for empirical research
the

to answer following

questions: is priestly training
and formation affording priests to
be efficient and effective in their
ministry in an African context. [he
second question is what options
are there for priests to be self-
supporting in Africa with majority
of people living in poverty.
Thirdly, what influence do priests
have on their parishioners and
society concerning human,
spiritual and intellectual formation
helping the laity to participate fully
in the mission of the church?
Reconstructing missional
formation towards empowering
African clergy is overdue for the
relevance of the church in Africa.
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battle, the Cold War, with the
imminent threat of a catastrophic
physical manifestation.
Essentially, the world was split
between the proponents of
American-led Capitalism - which
asserted that society was best
organised through the exercise of
freedom of choice and the profit
motive and Russian-led
Communism which believed that
humanity was better off if the

were candidly reminded of the
reality, a stark difference from the
euphoria that had just gripped
them inside the stadium. Those
who were privileged enough to
access Uber services were hit by
uncharacteristically high fares and
many of those who could not, were
mugged by petit criminals
desperate to eke out a living from
vulnerable pedestrians. The
events of that night summed up the

Introduction

Last Sunday, 2" December 2018,
the skies of Johannesburg were lit
by the meeting of international A-
list artists, Heads of state, industry
icons and leaders in other spheres
of society for the Global Citizen
Festival: Mandela 100. Organised
as part of Mandela's centenary
celebrations, the aim was to solicit
commitments and raise funds
towards various human
development initiatives around
the world. The rich and famous
used the grand platform to shine
their generosity (or is it?) to the
billions of fans watching around
the world, Speaker after speaker
echoed the same sentiment - no
one is (economically) free until we
all are! In the end, 58 pledges worth
approximately ZAR100 billion or
USD7 billion were made, set to
affect some 137 million people
around the world.

Then, as patrons departed the
event venue - the iconic FNB
stadium that hosted the finals of
the 2010 soccer world cup, they

reality of millions around the
world, who .ean only read about
unprecedented levels of wealth
growth, yet cannot afford or access
the essential needs for a decent life.
Whether clad in the well-knit suits
of political and economic
champions or the streetwise attire
of totsis typical of the urban poor of
Johannesburg, the impact of
immoral wealth accumulation and
dispossession of the vulnerable are

the same, namely, making our

world the poorer.

The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) estimates current (2018)
global GDP growth at 3.8%.

Despite overall positive growt

decade after decade, poverty and

inequality continues to worsen i

foundations, how it manifests and

how the prevailing paradig
might be changed.

Contrasting ideologies, same

outcome
For five decades after the Second

World War, America and Russia
led their allied nations around the
world through an ideological

B [ B

means of production were owned
and controlled by the state for the
good of all. The fall of the Berlin
wall in many ways epitomized the
end of the cold war. Despite the
bitter ideological contestations, the
outcomes are evidently the same -
growing aggregate wealth, vet
worsening individual poverty and
inequality across the ideological
divide. Both sides produced

oligarchs who today lord over the
earth's resources and
opportunities. Thus, neither
capitalism nor communism can be
exonerated from the stain of
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A shot at the numbers
Africa,
Sahara Alnca bears the brunt of
inequality. Recent
reports by the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP)
highlight that the lowest ranked 20
countries by Human Development
Index (HDI) all come from the
region. Many African
governments perpetuate
inequality. For example, while in
Norway, one of the countries with
the highest HDI legislators earn on
average 1.3 times the national per
capita GDP, the same ratio is 64
times in Nigeria, 60 times in Kenya
and 15 times in South Africa. So,
while Nigeria and South Africa
dwarf their poor African
neighbours in respect of GDP
growth, state-sponsored and
corporate greed deliberately or
otherwise, collude to concentrate
wealth in the hands of a privileged
- few. So, where did humanity go

" L-‘.-.. vrong? How could we change this
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educated, not to use their
advantaged position of knowing to
blind-side the less privileged, but
rather to serve with integrity,
mindful of the greater good.

A manifestation of this response
has been the heightened emphasis
in management and leadership
training and research on notions
such as ethical leadership, socially
responsible investment and
spiritual intelligence competency.
This approach aims to shift the
underpinning motives of business
education and practice from the
traditional values of growth and
competitiveness to moral
rectitude. However, despite these
well-intentioned discourses in
lecture rooms and boardrooms, the
rot continues unabated, as recently
exhibited, for example, by the role
of KPMG (Klynveld Peat Marwick
Goerdeler), a high profile
management consultancy firm in
corporate and state failures in

South Africa. So what needs to
change?

A human response is required

For many around the world
especially in countries with high
levels of poverty and inequality,
there is often a disjuncture, and
importantly among the privileged,
between what they believe, what
each and what they

practice. Leaders, whether in the
academy, business or government
often preach one thing and do the
other. Many believe that it is ok to
pursue profits at all cost in the
ordinary course of work and then
preach the care for others on days
of religious obligation or at the
occasional social responsibility
roadshows. There exists an
unhealthy compartmentalization
of our spiritual and secular beings.
[t appears that the current higher
education interventions are made
too late to effect meaningful
reformation. It seems that the
values that underpin how we
define fulfilment as a society need
to be instilled much earlier on as
part of early childhood formation.
To be effective, this needs to be
consistently replicated in all arenas
where children gain education - at
schools, places of worship and
very importantly, at home. As
parents, teachers and other leaders
of society, we must model what we
expect the future generations 10
look like, while giving them an
opportunity to be even better. A
reconceptualization and
remodeling of the notion of social
security is required, as evidence
abounds that no empire, n°
oligarch ever protected their
wealth from ruin in perpetuity,
except by the collective will of the
people.
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Preamble

The question of the multiplicity of
cultures has been an age long concern
that cannot be over emphasized.
Anyone searching for the root of the
problem with Nigeria will not need to
look anywhere else than in the Nigerian
cultures. When we say culture in
Nigeria, we tend to think of language,
religion, music, clothing, arts and
literature of a people. Though culture
consists of these, they are really
products of the culture of a people.

The culture of Nigeria is shaped by the
multiplicity of ethnic groups. Nigeria
has .about 527 languages and 1150
dialects and ethnic groups. The six
largest ethnic groups are the Hausa and
Fulani in the north, the Igbo in the
southeast, and the Yoruba
predominates the southwest, the TIV
people of north central Nigeria and the
Efik-ibibio, the Edo people are found in
the region between Yoruba land and the
Igbo land. Much of the Edo tends to be
Christians while the remaining 25
percent worship deities among whom
is ogun - the god of thunder. This group
is followed by the Ibibio, Anang, Efik
people of the coastal south eastern
Nigeria and the ljaw of the Niger Delta.

Whatis culture?

Etymologically, the word culture stems
from a Latin root 'cultura’ meaning
‘cultivation or to cultivate'. That is to
cultivate a character or behaviour of
identity. Culture is the arts, customs,
lifestyles, background and habits that
characterize a particular society OrF
nation, It is the value, belief, behaviour
that constitutes a people's way of life.
There are many definitions of culture.
0“‘? Of the most celebrated is Taylor's
f:leﬁmtign, as that complex whole which
includes knowledge, belief, art, morals,
law, custom and any other capabilities

is as old

CULTURALISM:
IVERSITY

and habits: acquired by humanity as
members of the society.

Nigerian Multiculturalism

As earlier explained the Nigerian
system cannot be pinned down to a
particular culture but has different
cultural heritages that are based on the
different ethnic groups and the
subgroups in the country. More than
200 languages and a whopping 1000
dialects are spoken in Nigeria. It is a
miracle how these different people live
under the idea of one civilized nation.

Multiculturalism is a practice of giving
importance to different cultures in a

society. Let us take a look at the basic
features of culture in Nigeria.

Language: is the most dynamic element
of any culture or society. Language 1s
very vital for transmitting knowledge,
worldview and verbal arts over the
years. The official language of Nigena,
English, was imposed by Britain to
facilitate the cultural and linguistic
unity of the country during colonialism.
The major native languages spoken in
Nigeria represent three major families
of African languages - Niger-Congo
languages, such as Yoruba, Igbo; the
Hausa language is Afro-Asiatic; and
Kanuri, spoken in the northeast,
primarily Borno State, is a member of
the Nilo-Saharan family. Even though
most ethnic groups prefer to
communicate in their own languages,
English, being the official language, is
widely used for education, business
transactions and for official purposes.

Religion: in Nigeria plays a major TDI.E
in the life of the people. To some, it is

candle light; it gives them insight,
wisdom, knowledge and faith is
increased through the study of
scripture, books and prayers. Religion

as humankind in Nigeria.
Initially, everybody worshiped

whatever they wanted until the
introduction of Islam to the northern
part of the country in as early as the
eleventh century.

Christianity is said to be the most
popular and most advertised religion in
Nigeria. It was introduced into Nigeria
in the middle of the nineteen century by
devoted missionaries from Britain.
Today we have the traditional religions
in Nigeria, as well as Islam and
Christianity.

Dress Code: In the area of dressing,
Nigeria is characterised by the diversity
of its traditional attires. It is fashionable
for Nigerians to wear the traditional
dressing of their ethnic groups of origin.

Others are art and literature, music and
dance and tourism and hospitality

Conclusion

According to Fr. Samuel Odoh, culture
is the sum total of what individuals
learn in common with other members of
the group to which they belong.
Therefore, in the cultural context of
Nigeria, there is the practice of cultural
relativism, where no culture is seen as
good or bad until the traits are
considered within the context they
operate: hence, looking at one culture as
being inferior amounts 1o
ethnocentrism. This can be seen In
marriage, politics, economy, aesthetics,
religious norms and modes of
organisation. Today there is a concept
of unity in the diverse nature of the
multiplicity of Nigeran cultures.
People now develop interest in other
cultures to the extent of speaking

different languages, taking names fm

other tribes, and freedom to
any tribe.
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Introduction
The Church is the whole body or
congregation of persons who are
called by the
acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus,
the Son, in word, in Sacrament, in
witness, and in service, and
through the power of the Holy
Spirit to collaborate with Jesus
historic mission for the sake of the
kingdom of God. She is a defined
institution, a community of the
people of God 'a mystery, the
mystical body of Christ of which He
is the head' (LG 17). The Churchis a
voice and fine veritable voice. The
Church is on mission; the mission of
the Church is real in Nigeria. The
~fnctmmahutl'|atthe£’hurchhasan
mmm task in building up a
7 like ours, in other words,
M be a healthy Church-
ﬂ'“ ship to realize this. As
eria celebrates her 56 years of
endence, the question
r have we gone so

P
1 Ry ',;I-- g
P :-
.."‘.
Y "'_I.'. .
PR
"HECHURC
- .*J*- .

(s0d Father to

' -'.'-;F-
'-_i

P UNTACTSLOOC

' The Nigerian case

Fenagi Daniel

' the numerous problems facing
humanity. Pope Paul VI in this line
of thnu?__ht says that " A
disembodied Church se pﬂﬂtLd
from the world would no longer be
the body of Jesus Christ. The
Church on the contrary interests
herself closely in very generous
road to heaven, but also in search
for well being for justice, for peace,
and happiness on earth” (cf.
Address to Diplomatic, corp. Jan,
1967).

The role of the Church in building
the Nigerian nation is to make it
possible for God's kingdom to come
in all its righteousness. The task of
the Church can be seen from these
viewpoints; the Church must be
herald of God's kingdom of justice
and peace, and must help every

person to join in all the trains of the
kingdom. The Church must itself be
an active physical agent and not just
the announcer, in other word, the
Church can say what should be
done but it must also be found to be

T'he role of the
Church in building
the Nigerian nation

1S to make it possible

 for God's kingdom to
come in all its
righteousness.,

In an nl_‘mprv%t‘d society like ours,
the Church must make its members
aware of their oppressed condition
and must help them do something
about it, The Church must work for
unity, reconciliation, social justice
and peace. In the words of Gustaro
Guitterrez, he writes, 'as a sign of
liberation of man's history, the
Church must signify in its own
structures the salvation it
announces to others, the Church
itself in its concrete existence ought
to be a place of liberation, the break
with an unjust social order” (A
Theology of Liberation, 1972, p.
261). The Church must be a place
where justice and peace reigns
before it can propose same to the
nation, the Church must as a duty
assist the oppressors to liberate
themselves from their sins.

THE CHALLENGES FACING
THECHURCH

The task and challenges before the
Church are enormous. The problem
of social injustice, concern for
families and the poor, equity and
right, war, violence and terrorism
are among the immediate major
problems challenging the Church.
The Church cannot luse sight of the
mission in this regard making the
world a more peaceful arena for the
habitation of humanity. The

Church stands out as a gﬂdﬂy to
chnllenge the insensitive and
_ corrupt rulers. She remains the =
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it as it may a human society can be
seither well ordered nor prosperous
anless it has some people invested

with to

legitimate authority
preserve institutions and to
devote themselves as far as it
necessary to work and care for the
good of all' (cf John XXIII, Pacem In

Terris, 1963, n. 46).

1ts

The Church as 'Mater et Magistra'
stands out to ensure that the whole
human family enjoys good
governance. Thus, she alleges
interference in politics, portrays her
deep show of care and concern for
the welfare of her flocks. She has this
authority which she received from
God, to feed His Lamb and sheep
both spiritually and materially.
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THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE
CHURCH: SO FAR, HOW FAR?

In line with the mission of the
universal Church, the Church in
Nigeria has over the years
undertaken to articulate the
concerns, the legitimate aspirations
and just expectations of the
Nigerian people. The Church is
making all effort to eliminate all
forms of distress in Nigeria.

On the whole, the Catholic Church
has tried to demonstrate through
the corpus of her social doctrine, her
deep sentiments of concerns for the
welfare of humanity at large. In line
with the above statement, Pope John
[1 has this to say 'the Church's social
teaching is itself a valid instrument
of evangelization. As such, it
proclaims God and his mystery of
salvation in Christ to every human
being. In this light, does it concern
itself with everything else. The
human rights of the individual, and
on particular of the “working class”,
the family and education, the duties
of the state, the ordering of nation
and international society, economic
life, culture, war and peace, and
respect for life from the moment of
conception until death' (cf.
Centesimus Annus, n.54).
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fundamental human rignt

including the right to life and the
means of sustaining it. The Vatican
[l Council Fathers declared that the

the &)Y and }lnpt', the gnel and
anguish of the men of our time,
especially those who are the joy and
hope, the grief and anguish of the
followers of Christ as well' (GS1). In
the words of Ehusani, 'the Church
has spoken out loud
arbitrary rule and dictatorship In
most African countries, and in the
case of the present day Nigeria,
against religious intolerance, ethnic
bigotry and corruption in high
places' (A prophetic Church, p. 103).
The Church has sought to defend
the welfare of all in such a way that
priority is given to the person rather
than the state.

against

CONCLUSION

The Church must continue to assist
the government in building the
Nigerian Nation. The Church as
mother and teacher must continue
to provide the society with ethical
guidance needed for a well ordered
and peaceful society. To achieve
this, there must be a healthy
relationship between the Church
and the state. The leaders of the state
should always listen to the voice of
the Church and make provisions for
her. The Church must be united and
speak with one mind.
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Introduction

'he response to this prayer: 'Glory be
to the Father, to the son and to the
Holy Spirit’, which is: 'as it was in the
beginning, 18 now and ever shall be
world without end’, has been used in
pejorative sense to ridicule what is
often termed the conservative nature
of the church. The church, many say,
is one of the institutions that have
strived to maintain the status quo till
date.

Conservatism is a philosophy
that advocates traditional value or
that maintains status quo. Secularism
from Merriam - Webster's dictionary
is the indifference to rejection,
exclusion of religion and religious
consideration. It seeks to interpret life
on principles taken solely from
material world, without recourse to
religion.

Is the church a conservative
institution? The church (Catholic) is
at once conservative and liberal, as
the case may be. On the one hand it is
conservative with regards to delayed
acceptance of trendy ideas. She often
takes her time to study new
- discoveries and ideas. Fr. Martin
- Luther was a victim of this
Y vative nature of the church. His

met a stiff resistance
the authority of the Catholic
th. There has been no or little
in the way of action, belief and
ings of the church. The
e's rejection of ideas
e liberal minds on
nd ordination while
rad tion and the
wrch is a clear
-uffh s
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to suggestions and ideas but w ill
give assent to them alter a long
careful consideration in the light of
scripture and tradition, Pope Francis
has shown that the church harkens to
the voice of her children by freeing
some difficult rules that can hinder
someone from tapping from the love

of Christ in the sacraments.

The Wave of Secularism

Considering the psychological stages
of development, the West is claiming
of being in a post scientific era which
has small or nothing to do with
metaphysical dependence. Things
are taking the place of God in our
society: youths prefer football
training, sports betting, and cinemas
to the things of God. Our society i1s
rapidly relegating God to the trash
bin only to be celebrating things that
are material. We are living in a society
being dominated by gross acceptance
of material things. People of the so
called first world are taking the lead;
they have abolished any form of
inclination to morality that can be
traced to the metaphysical. Most
beliefs and ideological modifications
in our society are clear indication that
most people are no longer interested
in the things of God. The acceptance of
same-sex unions, assent to
transgender doctrine and LGBT
community in general is a strange
definition of what marriage and love
is not. The bible and other hol y books
have lost their place in the minds of
people; they are no more an authority

to make reference to when making
considerations,

the past has shown that she i
involved in the affairs of the secular
society. The visit of Pope Francis to
recent past American President that
brought an end to the cold war
between America and Cuba is a clear
example. For a peaceful co-existence
of nations, the church has to be
involved at all levels of world politics
The members of the church are part of
the secular society. The church ought
to grow/develop along with society
to avoid considering her as an
outdated institute. The church is the
soul of society. She should get
involved in every aspect so as to be
able to instill sanity in the society

Conclusion

Even though the church is said to be
conservative, she still gives a listening
ear to good suggestions and ideals
that cannot hurt the teachings of
Christ. The church is seen to be the
soul of society which implies that for
a proper development of society, the
church has a great task before her.
Our society is not just becoming a
place where God is seen to be
unimportant; it has become a place
where God and metaphysical ideals
are seen to be outdated.

The church must see this as a great
challenge to the work of Christ. She
ought to practice the calling back of
people’'s consciences towards the
things of God to avoid a total
relegation which may undermine the
efforts she has made over the
years.The church ought to find out
ways of making her gathering
appealing to the youths who are the
future of the society. The strict
traditional hymns and quiet worship
can be freed to a warm celebration
with new musical instruments.
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shifts the tocus from religious values to nature

ceason, science and human development, |t

imposes political and social values

[he SA (South African) Constitution makes it levans
that South Africa 18 a secular so iety, The
Constitutional values are political and social and
are the reference point for attitudes and morals for
r-rnph' living in South Africa. The Constitution is
not based on hristian values as suc h but rather on
secular values such as human rights, human
dignity, an espousing of non-racialism, non-
sexism, equality and self-fulfilment. The
Constitution places Government at the centre of
human development committing it to ensure the
realisation of these goals and other rights as well
as to enforce rights and duties owed by citizens to
each other in terms of the Constitution. This
naturally leads to dependence by citizens on
Government both from a law point of view and
from economic necessity mostly seen in the
granting of subsidies to the sick, old and disabled.
The mind-set is one of a welfare state with little
reference to Christianity or Christian morals or

eh. DO S oo "tf...i
- God’s love has been so great
- timy life and I appreciate all
- His goodness in my life, my
- family and my vocation.
As I celebrate my birthday in
this season of our Lord’s own
birth, I pray His love and
grace abide with me till the
end. Amen!

Happy birthday to me
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An alttirmation
L 1 the
Constitution ol
the Christian
value placed on
the sanctity ol
human lLife 18 a
gain tor
Christians
living in South
Africa. This is
the so-called
“Right to life”
which means that, in principle, unlawful killings are

prohibited, However, while protecting life on the
one hand, the Constitution takes away this right in
the name of a further right being the right to bodily
integrity, This latter right has allowed the
Government to pass a law allowing abortion on
demand on the basis that this gives effect to the
mother's right to control her body. This is a bending
of the knee to socio- economic views favouring
abortion which results in the sanctioning of the
killing of the most innocent form of life, the unborn
child, so that the mother can live out her pursuit of
self-fulfilment. This is obviously a huge challenge
for any committed Christian. Of course, a Christian
is not obliged to agree to an abortion but it realises a
view which is anathema to traditional Christian
values.

A gain is that the Constitution does not expressly
allow euthanasia-mercy killing. The “Right to life”
does not constitute the “Right to die” a dignified
death in terms of the Constitution.

The Constitution also confirms the right to practice
the religion of your choice. In that it is a gain.
However that right is restricted in that the practice
of your religion must not interfere with the rights of
others practising their own religion or those who
have no religious beliefs. This can mean that the
practise of religion cannot take place inr.vertain |

public areas. ¥

fam
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{, medical treatmen

Both education a
Africa were init
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This has over time
with the State

sorved hir
humanity
fallen away
taking over these services L he
fmhiitutmn recognises this by
requiring the State to provide
these services mostly to the
poor. This is, on the face of it, a
gain. But the challenge arises
with the delivery of these
services as there are many
complaints that the state
servants employed to provide
education and medical services
are not competent or diligent
and the emphasis has come to
be more on the rights of the
unionised workers than on the
persons needing the services.
An example of this is the strikes
which occur despite the
pressing needs of patients and
learners. The end result is that
education and medical services
are subject to disruption and
the level of service provided is
poor-amongst the lowest in the
world-despite huge amounts of

pubhc money being channelled
Pt ﬂ:leee services. As a result, it

cha].lenge to obtain proper
2ducati in South African

> socio-economic rights
et __4:*:1 in the Constitution
as -;"_ o 1- ent to hnusmg (

ing 1 'ro J, 1- N; hundI'EdS
15es furfrEE)
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lhe challenge here is that

However, while

protecting life on the one

hand, the Constitution
takes away this right in
the name of a further
right being the right to
bodily integrity. This
latter right has allowed
the Government to pass
a law allowing abortion

on demand on the basis
that this gives effect to
the mother's right to
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climate of lawlessni 1
of respect 10l the  livi \nd
property of others
The lawlessness extends

increasingly violent attacks on
others to take their property
with little success on the part of
the police services to catch and
convict the culprits. A life
dedicated to respecting the law
and the property of others is

increasingly missing.

Criminality and corruption is
seen as the correct path to riches

and a good life. This is a most
definite challenge to Christians.

‘control her body.

certain covetousness has arisen
for the property of others and
demands are being made for |
property to be taken without
payment of any compensation.
This undoubtedly leads to a
climate of fear and hatred- the
very antithesis of Christianity.
Also the property of foreigners

a
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THE EFFECT OF

GOD'S GRACE UPON

SINEULMANKIND -5

INTRODUCTION
ce T1mi mimmemaonl i;|]i we oIten say
| hear people ot different tribes,
race, culture and religions say: "By
God's grace” or "If not for :_‘,‘I'tls.'n*'. We
tend to attribute every ol our good

'."'.'i.|l.l\""-.

SUCCLES5

experiences, survival,

and every of our good
actions to the grace of God. By this we
mean that we were able to gain all our
achievements by this same grace of
God. Thus, the grace ot Gad upon our
lives cannot be overemphasized. The
grace of God has always been and will
always be the source of everything
good we experience in this our life's
journey. By the grace of God we are
alive, by the grace of God we are
healthy, by the grace of God we are
surviving despite all the calamities
that befall us, by God's grace we are
where we are, by God's grace we
overcome trials and temptations.
After seeing and hearing of the grace
of God upon our lives we then ask:
What is grace? What are the effects of
this grace upon our lives despite our
sinfulness? The answers to such
questions are the aim of this write up
45 we will succinctly expose the
Meaning of grace and some of the

ffects of grace upon the sinful
mankind,

WHATIS GRACE?

w :
ord grace comes from the latin
word 'gratus"

tn’“)’ib]g_
identifiaq

+ Meaning pleasant or
The word grace is
With many meanings.

[1]‘"‘1""..' ::.'I‘I"."'I I"'\- L'.I'anll!ll'.,lIll”J-- .l'l-rr|||

humor and in this sense it speaks
about a person with grace or wit to
express that which is funny and has a
humorous L{tldlih'. At the same hime,

prace l‘L{LJ:‘IIH L‘]L‘;._',.lml' (& person

hay ill}..t the Hl"'l'i'illl grace 1o
sing/ dance). In the area of law, grace

is the forgiveness granted by way of
exception (for example, the release of
a priHul:f‘r for‘a special reason). In the
area of finance, grace is seen as an
allowance of time granted for a
debtor during which he is free of at
least part of his normal obligation
towards his creditor, Finally, grace
has a religious sense and grace in the
religious sense 1s the center of our
discussion here and in this sense it is

referred toas Divine grace.

The grace of God
has always been
and will always be
the source of

everything good
we experience In

this our life’'s

The idea of grace divine in the
Christian or religious sense is part of
the attitude of God towards men, that
is, God's unconditional love, God
gives men and women 4 special gift,

_ 19”

know

In other
has givenu the
us to connect our
himself

In the Christian/Catholic trad

grace 18 received througl
sacrament of baptism. How:e i
H'IH Hll’i'IIHI|11'll'. the human (U
serving through prayer and the
sacraments. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church makes us to

understand that, Grace is favour, the
free and undeserved }u*][r that Cod
gives us to respond to His call to
become children of God, adoptivi
sons, partakers of the divine naturi
1996). The

Christian theology presents grace as

and of eternal life (CCC

the road to salvation. It is through the
grace of God that we are empowered
and inspired to live a good and
virtuous life despite the moral
decadence in our modern society. |t
will not be wrong to say that without
the grace of God in our lives we are

helpless.

THE EFFECTS OF GOD'S GRACE
UPON SINFULMANKIND

Collin Dye in his article titled: 1he
amazing effect of Grace wrote that,
God's amazing grace has set us free
from the penalty and power of sin. By
grace we have been saved through
faith, By grace we walk the walk of
faith, By grace we are set free from
every bondage and impediment of
the devil, And by grace we serve God
through faith, as we depend on his



powel working so energetically
within. Dyve satdd that he don't believe
grace produces lazy Christians
People will labour hard giving their
lives tor many ditferent 'l]‘lll‘ij;'-\ - for
money, lor success, for promotion
But the

greatest motivation of all is the love

and for fulfilment in life
and grace of God,

St. Thomas Aquinas enlisted five(5)

effects of grace viz:

1. Graceheals oursoul:

2. Grace gives us staying power to
keep going:

3. Grace enables us to
through to glory:

4. Grace gives us the desire to do
good:

5. Grace work effectively through

break

us to carry out good:
CONCLUSION
Grace teaches us to be selfless
workers for God, not out of duty or
fear, but out of love. St. Paul said that
he owed everything he has to the

prace of C > also said that it was
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OVERVIEW OF CHRISTIAN *
MISSIONARY LANDSCAPE IN

CONTEMPORARY NIGERIA

Introduction

Nigeria is made up of many people,
cultures and ethnic groups, having
rich historical backgrounds and
traditions. This wealth and variety are
brought into our praise of God and the
review of our Christian life, Before our
contact with Christian traders and
missionaries from Portugal our lands
had been in touch with Arabs from
North Africa. Trade in hides and skin,
salt and other commodities existed
with North Africa before the shameful
trade in slaves and later in palm oil
and palm kernel. These contacts
became channels through which both
Islam and Christianity emerged in
Nigeria to exist side by side with the
many forms of African traditional
religions.

The challenge for Christianity
everywhere is the demand to bear

witnesses both by word and deed. The
need for deep renewal of our lives
makes it imperative for us to begin a
review of our lives with the narration
of our common Christian history,
Christians are not only called to
witness to outsiders, they are
challenged, every day, to give account

of their very selves of the hope given in
their faith (1 peter 3:15). |

The Christian Mandate

Evangelisation is the task Jesus
entrusted to his church at the point of
his departure from this world to return
to the Father. He gave the mandate to
hiﬂ apostles to “go, therefore, make
disciples of all nations; baptise them in the

n

ame of the father and the son and the Holy

g

" Br. Stanley Oranulu

spiril, and fteac h them to observe all the
commands | gave you...." (Matt 28:19-20);
Mk 16:15), From that moment ”“the task
of evangelising all people constitutes
the essential mission of the church...
Evangelising is in fact the grace and
vocation proper to the church, her
deepest identity. She exists in order to
evangelise” (Evangelii Nuntiandi14),

After the apostles, successive
generation of Christians have
continued to respond to the call to
evangelise, With the passage of time,
the good news spread across Europe,
North Africa, Asia and into Americas.
Finally, some one and a half centuries
ago, the Christian gospel reached the
shores of what is now Nigeria
following a failed attempt four
centuries earlier to implant
Christianity in that region.

The Purpose of Evangelisation

The purpose of evarigelisation is
contained already in the mandate
Jesus gave to his Apostles. It is to
“make disciples of all nations.” The
purpose is therefore not merely to
bring as many people as possible to the
baptismal font or to cover an ever
increasing geographical area on earth
with the Gospel message. These two
are indeed part of the.purpose of
evangelisation, but they are not all of
i{t. Stating the purpose of
evangelisation, Pope Paul VI qu th‘
following: for the church, evangelising
means bringing the good news into all
the strata of humanity, and through its
influence transforming humanity
from within and making it new; “Now.
| am making the whole of the creatiog
new.” (Rev 21:5, cf 2Cor 5:17, Gal
Continuing the same Supte




Essential to
changing our
world is changing elod o
ourviewofthe | . . . |

world and then
living in the light

of the new
vision.

n ¢ r
transformation ol
the individual and
collective lives of
men and women
through the
proclamation of
Good News of Jesus
Christ.

Some of the Challenges Hampering Evangelisation in
our Era

Many of the church ministers who have taken it upon
them to make the gospel known and accepted have
encountered a lot of difficulties in the process.

1. There is no priority of evangelisation: it may sound
too self-evident; but churches that do not make
evangelisation a high priority are really making it no
priority atall.

2. Many laypersons believe that to evangelise is what
we pay the clergy and religious to do: such a
perspective 1s first unbiblical and, second,
unproductive. Evangelistic churches always have
enthusiastically evangelistic laypersons

3, Many churches have an excuse mentality: so the
clergy blame it on the laity. The laity blames it on the
clergy. And both blame it on culture, the
denomination, or some other external scapegoat.

4. Too many church members do not connect prayer
with evangelisation: many members are pretty
good at praying for those who have physical needs.
But many are woefully lacking in praying for thnaf.e
who have the greatest need; a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ.

5. Too many Christians fail to be compassionate and
Christ-like to others; evangelisation always
ultimately includes a clear articulation of the gos p_el.
But too many Christians never get that opportunity
to share the gospel, because they fail to show Christ
in their actions and compassion.

6. Most church ministries are not intentionally
evangelistic: the church should always seek to make
certain and all ministries include intentional efforts
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worldview teaches us that before we can hange the wi
(or Christ we must trust in him to bring

relationship with the father (John 14:6) and to begin
making us into sons and daughters f God who mirror tn
love of God's eternal son Jesus ( hrist (Rom 8:28 In this
age of the gospel, God is not calling together mere
servants or “Emplﬂ}'t‘ﬂ‘r‘-" to work for him, but raising
children who will participate in the “family business” out
of sense of love and mutual commitment. Essential to
:

changing our world is changing our view of the we rid and
then living in the light of the new vision.
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congratulates the editor and his team on the
success of the maiden edition of
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Together we shall launch deeper at the command
of the Master for a greater catch.




RECHRISTIANIZING THE WORLD:

PRAGMATIC EVANGELISATION AND THE SELF
THROUGH MARY AGAINST SECULARISM

It is in Christ Jesus that creation has
been redeemed, and thus finds its
existence, meaning and life only in
Christ the Saviour. Evangelisation
through Mary is the church's exertion
and call to new life in Christ, new
evangelization and fresh approach to
re-Christianize the world of
secularism. Our Lord Jesus Christ as
the Saviour did not only ransom man
for God but also sanctified all
creatures with his redemptive blood.
Through his work of redemption,
everything has been configured in
Him - Christ - both time, season and
all things. The cycle of creation is re-
configured to Christ and finds its
fulfilment in Christ.

Like St. Francis of Assisi, the initiative
towards evangelisation makes sense,
where he instructs his brothers to

“preach always and use words when
ﬂwyaremcessa:y”,thatis,theirways
of life must be the living gospel
message. As such, the church urges us
to make Christ the centre and summit
.--'; of our daily calendar and to inspire
mtﬂé:n\ﬂateﬂbem the life of

o Clmat.lnlusencychcallethermthe
aF1990 S, the apostle of New

Ivagelir'atmn St. Pope John Paul II,

following his prﬂphetlc emphasis on
New Evangelization which led to the
“office of New Evangelization” in the
Vatican dicastery, called for a re-
evangelisation of the Christianised
area of the world such as: Europe and
North America. He observed also that
Christianity is no longer at the heart of
persons who claimed to be baptized,
even though many persons profess
faith in Christ but their lives neither
centre on Christ nor mirror the
teachings of Christ.

Secular living (secularism) seems to be
the routine of the day; thus, the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit upon
Pope John Paul II (to whom he
dedicated the New Millennium and
also to the Virgin Mother of God)
guided him to declare that the 90s
were the advent of New
Evangelisation. The mission to make
Christ the centre of everything, the
soul of every culture and the universe
should be a daily Jpriority for every
catholic and by extension, the
Christian family. We should strive to
make our Lord Jesus Christ the centre
and soul of our Christian lives in the
New Millennium. We believe that the

message of Christ has been announced
to many nations and largely to the

ends of the earth. The best way to
make Christ the centre of everything is

to evangelise with the use of the 'self;
be mirrors of Christ-like reality to

people. That is @i} ipcciesiastical
journey you can ellbark apon. The

early missionaries emphasized
conversion to Christ, ours is to make
Christ the centre of everything, by so
doing, secularism which seems to be

the order of the day will be a thing of
the past.

According to the mystic, St. Theresa of
Avila in her book; the interior castle, onhe
of the ways of Christian perfection is to
enter into a mystical marriage with
God. There are three necessary steps in
marriage: courtship, engagement and
marriage.

Courtship - a moment to encounter a
person which opens a relation and
both persons begin to know each
other. As they progress, they express
their desire to be bound to together by
the ritual called “Engagement”. This
leads to better understanding and
acceptance of each other, and
deepening of relationship.

Engagement leads to marriage, where
they become bound to each other

Ct
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the Cl‘ll‘istiﬂll living a daily life that reflects or
f.llnily mirrors the mvsteries and
. .

Lime should be lived from Lhe

person of Jesus Christ, God
with us, and evangelize others
to make Christ the centre of their lives, Thev should imitate
Mary mother of Christ, the only role model of the life of
Christ, whom by the grace of the Almighty God, serves the
mystery of redemption and Mediatrix of all graces (LG 56).
Christians should live their lives in total consecration to
Jesus’ mission. Mary lived the mystery of Christ, she
accompanied Christ her son from conception to ascension,
Pentecost, with great devotion. Christians will imitate
Mary's disposition as they make Christ their career and life.
Christians should live their lives in the full cycle of creation
and redemption in Christ who is the dawn and source of
new creation, “for in Him were all things created in the
heavens and earth, things visible and things invisible — Col.
1:16. Christ reveals Himself in a continuous connected
series of mysteries, which will be demonstrated in a week
creation-redemption-cycle, just as creation took place in a
week cycle; redemption of creation in Christ will be lived
out according to the full span of creation-cycle. Right from
the birth of Christ, creation has been reconfigured to Christ,
“for in Him we live, move and have our being - Acts, 17:28.

Christologisation: Is a sanctification of all things in Christ,
including the whole universe and re-grounding of
everything in Christ which the method of “New
Evangelization”, Christians should demonstrate this reality
only in theological concept, and work towards its practical
realization as the days and events of the day become
centered on the person of Christ.

Dr. Scott Hahn's View: This brilliant American theologian
rightly reviews that the attempt to Christianize the modern
society is more than evangelisation, but a commitment to
inculturate the Gospel; to transform the traditional cosmic
week into the Lord's week is one attempt to Christianize the
entire universe. Furthermore, Christian conversion is more
than asking persons to accept Jesus in their lives, leading
Persons to daily communion with Jesus Christ.
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THE TRIUMPH OF MARY OVER SECULARISM:
THE EFFECTS OF THE CONSECRATION OF B
T0 THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

The major ideas in this brief
reflection were derived from
two sources: first, Pope Pius
X1's Encyclical Letter,
Divini Redemptoris [Of the
Divine Redemption], and
second, Barb Ernster's
interview with Dr. Victor
Khroul, an associate
professor at Moscow State
University, who grew up
under Soviet rule.

rH{hedn Martin-Mary Umeatuegbu ‘

his reflection aims at showing how the consecration

of Russia to Mary's Immaculate Heart remains a valid

means of overthrowing the plans of the Evil One to
rule the world with ungodly principles, as a way of
encouraging us to embrace our Heavenly Queen with
perseverance in our true devotion to her. It was in Her 1917
Apparitions at Fatima to the little shepherds, Lucia,
Francisco and Jacinta that the Blessed Mother appealed that
Russia be consecrated to her Heart. This begs a serious
question: What is it about Russia? Yet, somehow the answer
is contained in Mary's words: “At the end my Immaculate
Heart will triumph, and Russia will be converted”. Before
then Mary already warned that if Russia is not prayed for, it
will spread its errors throughout the world. Again we ask:
why this reference to Russia? What are its errors that can
corrupt the entire world? -

Secularism means total rejection of God and everything
about Him, the dethronement of religion, suppression of
faith, and enthronement of human reason, placing it
superior, while God and every idea about Him remain
inferior, if not in oblivion. At the time of Fatima Apparition,
human history was experiencing the First World War.
Russia was on a march of destruction which was to affect the
whole world as its target. What happened? Prior to then,
Russia was ruled by Tsar Nicholas II, whose government
oppressed the lower classes. On November 7, 1917, he was
overthrown by Bolshevik party led by Vladimir Lenin, and
between July 16-17, 1918, Tsar Nicholas and his family were
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hal from God's Wisdom 'he citizens, while some othej Pertinent
that comes J

executed. Lenin's government Russia possesses moral/life issues are |H‘IT1H revisited
revolted against religion and
capitalism (a system of Imlin'u{unl
ownership of property), while they
impnsed atheism and communism (2  the whole world | .
svstem of ownership of property by consecrated, for Russia itself is part of
the state), which implies that the
state's decision is superior to God's.
On December 20, 1922, they formed

the Union of Soviet Socialist

[HHH' is this: SInce | g |
: ¥ L] i 1|.'|I 1 W Tt
tH tanic errors .nul;'nfrnllmltFn- IIHUH,&J‘ the dialogue etween the
1050 Sl L ] 1

S get, it f rsthat state and the Church (which includes
whole world is its target, it follows |

should be Roman Catholics and Russian
Orthodox, who even recognise the

Thavatrnra 1f ) Fatima message). The t.h‘k-‘ift‘nnh-gqu
that whole world. Therefore, if the atim ge

world was consecrated to Mary, then to the Roman exorcist, Fr Gabriele

Amorth in one of his exorcisms

Republics (USSR). This was the | that the invocation of Pope S
gateway by which their plan| . . John Paul's name terrifies him,
was to spread to the world. o ' | | | because during his papacy, he
Lenin died on January 21, 1924,

suppressed his plan of
and was succeeded by ]{}seph |

Stalin, whose rule became | *jﬁ
worse. Historians estimate that § 0
up to 60 million deaths occurred | &

in the USSR under him. In his B 44 5
Divini Redemporis, Pope Pius JL ,1 1

pointed out and summarized -

up to ten doctrines and world to Mary. In fact, here the

pPpropaganda of the Was Cmsecrated devil recognised that Mary

&E“?Jmstfl Htfl 315;' idE“ﬁﬂE‘::: t M crushed his head (cf. Genesis
and define e dangers o . o hi

S T E:en o O ary- 3:15) by subduing his plans.. *
their rule in Russia. He called it $ Indeed, by her Apparition,
a /Satanic scourge” which : Mary becomes she that comes
“tears the ver}r idea of God from the Russia was consecrated to Mary. And forth as the morning rising, fair as the

hearts of men”, given that “they are  jf Rygsia was prevented by this moon, bright as the sun, and terrible as
necessarily urged by their passions to Consecration from spreading th :

the most atrocious ‘barbarity”. The 2 Ing these  an army set in battle array (cf. Song of
Holy Father mentioned that its spread ©TTOrs, then'the who'ie was saved by Songs 6:10). Let this encourage us to be
was by various means such as books, God. What makes this logic Divine is always confident in Mary. True
cinema, theater, radio, schools and that it is for the sake of salvation of '

Hmverslhes, which are avenues by  souls. The effect of this Consecration,

hlﬂhthﬁ}’]?hﬂl‘l&d to de-Christianize therefo is that R . . od
the wnrld He also raised alarm that A ussfa ‘was s
N converted. Today, Russia is a state that

dn-ctmnes penetrate into all ) : S
R} of people, while few are aware NOW permits Christian values. Unlike

its | .155[ on, and that there exists a  during the reign of Communists, it

e .*"*rj..= iracy of silence” among large now grants freedom of religion to her
Sec ll-“lltl.lli |:| E‘I"Er‘ ﬂ'lﬂhcpressmﬂle

e N
B W

e

God DHMarchZS

| realisation of a communist
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devotion is an end to all our problems,
especially spiritual ones. This was
why St Alphonsus Maria de Liguori
said that: “True devotion to Mary

consists in three things: confidence,
venerationand love”.
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Ogbenna Andrew

Introduction:
Re-imaging religion in a secular age
LI'In.]“l'”].ll""'\ us (o t]\ll‘*wlit‘ll‘l ”""J wav we
think of secularity and its effect on faith
and spiritualty in our contemporary
world. Let's take Nigeria as case study.
Attacks on Christianity and the church
are rampant in today's society.
Unbelievers once revered the church
and its teachings, but today they scorn
them. 5Sects B0 aboul dL"Hlll*n}ring
churches and burning down places of
worship.

Films such as Da Vinci Code and
organizations such as The Jesus seminar
attack the credibility of Jesus and the
bible. But how do Christians answer
these attacks on Christianity. What is
destroying the moral, faith and spiritual
foundation of today's society, | believe,
firstly, is secularism. Secularisation
generally holds that religious ideas,
institutions, and interpretations have
lost their social significance. People
liked the idea of a secular society and a
secular government. But in terms of
moral values and ethics, they never
checked into the internal assumptions
of secularisation that made it wide open
to almost any view on any subject.
Beginning in the 1960s, the moods of
secularisation ultimately led to society's
loss of shame.

Being spiritually minded was okay
as long as people kept their faith and
spiritual beliefs private and did not
bring them into public arena. The irony
of this was the fact secularisation had its
assumption on absolutes and anything
of the metaphysical nature was not
allowed in to public place. But anyone
who believed in a spiritual essence, and
ultimate reality, and the fact there were
transcendental absolutes that needed to
be adhered to was told to keep those
beliefs private. That ultimately paved
way for the loss of meaning.

Secularism brought about loss of
shame, loss of meaning, and as a result,
everything became pragmatic.
Philosophers and naturalists stepped
in. in this new century, we have lost all
dm of what it means to be
human, and what sexuality, life, and
mm all about. We are on

seas, battling the storms of conflicting
worldviews without a compass

FAITH AND SPIRITUALITY IN THE
FACEOFSECULARIZATION

The world is undergoing . religious
polarization. With more adults
shedding their religious affiliations, as
evidenced in the latest result from the
Pew Research Centre, the world is
becoming more secular. In the past
seven years, using the new Pew data,
persons who identify with a religion
declined 27 percentage points. Overall,
belief in- God, praying daily and
religious service attendance have all
dropped since 2004,

Religion is a wonderful thing: it
provides hope, generates community,
promotes charity, offers comfort, and
creates a connection to the divine., And
yet millions of people today want little
or nothing to do with it. Despite the fact
that most humans are religious, believe
in God, find solace in prayer, wisdom in
ancient scriptures, guidance in
prophets, comfort in rituals, and
inspiration in faith - a growing chunk of
humanity isoptingout.

To be secular is to live one's life
without belief in anything superhatural
- be it God, Jesus, hell, miracles, jinn, or
reincarnation. It also means being quite
open to awe and mystery, wonder and
bliss, or mystical pondering, and yet
always (to paraphrase David Hume)
proportioning one's belief - in anything
—- to the evidence at hand. The current

lack of spiritual sophistication is not

new. Pleasure-seeking, selfishness and
materialism have been issues for
millennia. As King Solomon wrote, "All
things toil to weariness ... the eye is not
satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled
with hearing, :

THE NEGATIVES EFFECTS OF
SECULARISM

) Sense of powerlessness in religious
institutions which had historically
maintained control over governance for
centuries. ii) Religious people
ming concerned about the moral
of the nation. iii) Militant
arists to ban religion in

|H|.:~|11'j I".nj'lu-'fhln}rl counter to  th
principle of allowing religious freedom
in secularism) borne out of resentrmernt
for religious institutions [his generally
happens when the secular nation 18
urlfi--r.s rl:rl,l'ff,rj.ul
communist/socialist
Violence caused by conflict between

I"l‘;.-‘:HfH' iV ]

different religious groups in a diverse
country with followers of a religion
feeling victimized by “preferential”
treatment given (o another religious
group (again counter to equal treatment
of religion by the state), In short,
appeasement politics by s0- alled
secular political parties. v) Yearning for
a return to a religious order among
some religious people. Glorification of
history and an image of a "perfect
nation” among the followers of the
religion. vi) Increasing religiosity
among the masses in a secular country
can give rise to movements that try to
topple a secular government.

CONCLUSION.
The idea of 'living by faith' is often
frowned upon in society today. For
some, it is perceived as more logical,
even beautiful, to only live by facts and
scientific evidence - the rationality of
reason being the major weapon that
modern doctrine has at its disposal.

Whilst scientific evidence
undoubtedly gives us a good
understanding of the world around us,
it could be argued that at the root, faith
is needed to really investigate and
prove a fact. For instance, the general
consensus has been that faith is only
exerted when we hold to a particular
belief system or ideology - but do we all
use faith in our everyday lives?

The most radical atheist would
probably disagree that
faith. Despite this, | wo
all have faith in
have something
true. For the C
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The word Religion is derived from the
Latin words either Ligare 'meaning to
bind, “ relegare “meaning to unite or
link together” and lastly “religio”
which means relationship. Technically,
though religion has no universally
acceptable definition but, it has been
defined in different ways by deferent
people. Alfred North whitehead
defines it as “the art and theory of the
internal life of man so far as it depends
on the man himself and on what is
permanent in the nature of things. He
also defined it as what the individual
does with his solitariness.

William James defines it as “the
feelings, act and experience of
humanity in their solitude so far as they
comprehend themselves to stand in
relation to whatever they may consider
Divine.

Insecurity: Insecurity is the state of
being subject to danger or injury; the
condition of being susceptible to harm
or injury, it is the state of being insecure
or unsafe, want of securities or stability.
Religion Fuels Insecurity by way of
religious riot, religious segregation,
sectarian violence etc.

Religious crisis in Nigeria is
prevalent owing to a number of
reasons. The Jos crises, Boko haram
terrorist attacks are examples of the
various religious crises that have
plagued the country in recent times.
Here | briefly examined some root
causes of religious crises in Nigeria and
i how they can be mitigated. It is often
S that religious crises are more
B

~ Overview of Religious Violence in
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' modern Nigeria can be traced back to
3. Today, religious violence in
ia is dominated by the Boko
se Sharia in the Northern parts of
ry. The Igbo Massacre of 1966
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secessionand |t
The 1980s saw an
violence due 1O the

Mohammed Marwa (Maitalsine). In the
erstwhile military
[brahim

the

same decade the
ruler of Nigeria, General
Babangida enrolled Nigeria In
organization of the [slamic conference.
This was a move which aggravated
religious tensions in the ::m.mt_r}'f.
particularly among the Christian
Community. In response, SOmMe in the
Muslim Community pointed out that
certain other African member states
have smaller proportions of Muslims,
as well as Nigeria's diplomatic relations
with the Holy See.

Since the return to democracy iIn
1999, Sharia. has been instituted in the
main body of civil and criminal law in 9
Muslim-majority States beginning with
Zamfara State.

1980s
In the 1980s serious outbreaks between

‘Christians and Muslims occurred in

Kafanchan in Southern Kaduna State in
a border area between the two religions,
propagated by extreme leaders who
were able to rally a young, educated
group of individuals who feared .that
ﬂ:lE State could not protect their
religious interests, The leaders were
able to polarize their followers through
speeches and public demonstrations.

: Since the restoration of democracy
in 1999, the Muslim dominated
Nnrthern Nigerian States haye
:m]_::lemented strict Sharia Law
Rehgi?us conflict between Muslim anci
Christians .has erupted several times
since 2000 for various reasons, often
causing riots with several thousands of
victims on both sides,

Since 2009, the Islamist mo
vement,
Bohlv:e-:l:l Haram, has fought an arm:d
rebellion against the Nigeria military,

Blf.'king \F"lﬂgeﬁ and tow
thousands of lives in the barie. 5

the battles and
m:cm against Christians, students
thers deemed enemies of Islam.
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Causes of Religious crises in
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advantage of by people that want to
cause chaos in the country. They are
taught doctrines that are based on
violence and murder all the name of
religion. Since the poor are not really
exposed, they accept such doctrines
hook line and sinker. Youths are made
suicide bombers after being enticed
with money for their families and
assured of a heavenly reward. This is
predominant in the Northern part of the
country.

Mass unemployment: educated but
idleyouthsare  also used as tools to
wreak havoc. Idleness exposes them to

bad companies. They become easy to be
bribed and bought over.

 Fear of Domination: religious crises

can also come about when it seems the
minority religious group in a particular
area is afraid of domination by the
dominant religious group.

Solutions to Religious crises in
Nigeria Dialogue: Religious groups,
indigenes, and settlers should always
resort to dialogue and mediation if any
issue arises between them. This will

prevent crisis and unwanted religious
violence in Nigeria.

Sanctity of life: All religious groups
should always preach about the
sanctity of life as God does not delight
inthe death of his creation.

Job Creation: Youth should be taugh
how to start up their own businesses
This increases creativity and eng?
the youths. Governments

world start
religion (one
world as the
notanauthor
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Anniversary on the 8" of September 2018
in the Oblate year of Vocations.

St Joseph's Oblate Scholasticate, Cedara, Republic
of South Africa, celebrated its 75"
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